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37. (New) The system, as recited in claim 33, wherein a common 

mode voltage is reduced by a scaling factor determined by the capacitive enhancement 
mechanism. 

REMARKS 

In the Office Action, claims 1 and 6 were rejected. Applicant would like to begin 
by thanking the Examiner for noting the allowable subject matter in claims 2-5 and for 
allowing claims 7-27. By the present Response, claim 1 has been canceled without 
prejudice. Additionally, claim 2 has been amended to read in independent form and 
claim 6 has been amended to depend from newly independent claim 2. New claims 28-37 
have been added. Upon entry of the amendments, claims 2-37 will remain pending in the 
present patent application. Allowance of all pending claims is respectfully requested. 

The amendments result in addition of two new independent claims and a total of 9 
claims beyond those for which fees have been paid. Accordingly, the amendments will 
result in a fee in the amount of $330.00. The Commissioner is authorized to charge the 
requisite fee of $330.00 to Deposit Account No. 01-0857; Order No. 01RE156/YOD 
(REEL:0025). 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by both Byrd (US 6,091,173) and Dschen (US 3,176,286). 
Additionally, the Examiner rejected claim 6 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Byrd or Dschen. Although Applicant may not necessarily agree with 
the Examiner's assertions, in the interests of efficient prosecution claim 1 has nonetheless 
been cancel without prejudice. Moreover, claim 2 has been amended to read in 
independent form (i.e. incorporating all of the recitations of claim 1). Claim 6 has been 
amended to depend from newly independent claim 2. Accordingly, claims 3-6 all now 
depend from newly independent claim 2. All of claims 2-6 are therefore in condition for 
allowance. 
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New claims 28-37 have been added by this Response. New independent 
claims 28 and 33 include recitations similar to those of original claim 14, including 
the enhanced surface recitation noted by the Examiner. Dependent claims 29 and 34 
are similar to original claim 15. Dependent claims 30 and 35 are similar to original 
claim 3. Dependent claims 31 and 36 are similar to original claim 4. Dependent 
claims 32 and 37 are similar to original claim 6. Accordingly, no new matter has 
been added by the amendment. All of the new claims are believed to be clearly 
patentable, inter alia, because the prior art does not teach or suggest enhanced 
surfaces for creating capacitance and thereby reducing voltage as claimed. 

Applicant notes in passing that there are several manners to form the claimed 
enhanced surfaces, and indeed, more than one arrangement is set forth in the present 
application. Various similar and alternative arrangements that may fall within the 
scope of the claims may be foreseen by those skilled in the art given the teachings of 
the application. 

In view of the remarks and amendments set forth above, Applicant 
respectfully requests allowance of the pending claims. If the Examiner believes that 
a telephonic interview will help speed this application toward issuance, the Examiner 
is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 
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Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the 
current amendment. The attached page is captioned " VERSION WITH MARKINGS 
TO SHOW CHANGES MADE " 


CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 
ALLEN-BRADLEY COMPANY, LLC 
Patent Department/704P Floor 8 T-29 
1201 South Second Street 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53204 
Attention: Alexander M. Gerasimow 
Phone: (414)382-2000 



Respectfully submitted, 



Reg. No. 37,479 

Fletcher, Yoder & Van Someren 

P.O. Box 692289 

Houston, TX 77269-2289 

(281)970-4545 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 


IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 has been canceled without prejudice. 

The claims have been amended as follows: 


2. (Amended) Tfee~A_bearing system,^~*eeited^ comprising^ 
a frame: 
a shaft; 

a rotor assembly mounted on the shaft; 
at least one bearing supporting the shaft in the frame: and 
a capacitance enhance ment mechanism bv which rotor to frame capacitance is 
increased, wherein the capacitance enhancement mechanism comprises a labyrinth, the 
labyrinth comprising a ground member, a shaft-voltage reducer, and one or more gaps 
disposed between the grounded member and the shaft-voltage reducer. 

6. (Amended) The bearing system, as recited in claim 1 2, wherein a 
common mode voltage on the shaft is reduced by a scaling factor determined by the 
capacitive enhancement mechanism. 


The following new claims have been added: 


2JL £NewL__ AssgtmLjbrjredjttc^ between elements o f a 

rotating m achine, the system, comprising : 

^«<atiyeer^ to be coume d between a 

maghjnejLO^ cap acitive enhancement mecha nism, having a 

gapa^itoiiforme^^ that u ndergo relati ve movement during 

o peration. 
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member. 

3& (New) Th£MMm^$:^ited in claim 2 9. comprisin g a dielectric 

3JL. — XNewi_ Xhegygjak ^oprited in claim 30, wherein the dielectric 

IILitoMlslom 

i2L a common 

■IS.ech an.ism. 

33= IN©?*^^ 

a housing; 

3LsMOTassem^^ 

asJiaft; 

MQtQQgser^^ shaft and rotatablv mounted within the housing 

Yil! m aLleaslone_be 

g^gBgdjjvee^ housing and the rotor. 

*hg-£aeggjfe form ed by a pair of enhanced 
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Mi—^JNgw± JEhejIY^^ surfaces 

2& CfeO T h&gystan. as recited in claim 35. wherein the dielectric 

21^ (New)_ _ The syste m, as recited in claim 33, wherein a common 

mechanism. 


